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Right Hon. WILLIAM PITT, 


— 


8 I R, 


From my earlieſt youth I have been 
taught to reſpect the name you bear 
and from your character, and early diſplay 
of public virtue and ability, I have no 
doubt but its luſtre will be fully pre- 


ſerved. 


At a time when particular taxes, and 


the frauds in all are complained of, it 


cannot be wrong to offer a plan that 
I con- 


DEDICATION. 
I conceive would remedy every evil point- 
ed out. To yout judgment, I therefore 
ſubmit, | 


? "#3 * == 4 


And am, Sir, with great reſpect, 


Your moſt faithful l 


Humble Servant, 3 


FRANCIS. DOBBS. 


20th January, 1784. 
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HE rapid decline of Great- Britain 
within theſe few. years the 
enormous debt it labours under, and 
the immenſe taxes with which it is 
loaded, muſt alarm every thinking man 
but let us not deſpond—her reſources 
are great, and proſperity and AY 
is * within ber reach, a 

There is greater wealth in this 
country than perhaps in any other 
but that wealth is yeſted in indi- 
| B uals 
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viduals, whilſt the lower order arebe- 
ginning to feel the moſt prefling ne- 
ceſſities If the poor could ſell 
their manufactures at a ready market, 
for ſuch a profit as would give them 
an ample ſupply of the neceſſaries 
of life, then they would be happy 


But to ſecure a market, our manu- 


factures muſt go there as cheap as thoſe 
of other countries—Unfortunately for 
us, that is not the caſe there is no 
longer a great and certain demand 
and if ſuch demand is not reſtored, 
Great- Britain ſinks, to riſe no more. 


Let us ſee whence the deficiency of 


export has ariſen, and how it may be 
retrieved. — Whilſt America belonged to 
us, we forced her to an excluſive trade 
eee could then charge 


a profit 


{3 2 ; 
a a profit equal to the wants of life, and 
yet be certain of a mgrket—but now 
the caſe is far otherwiſe—they muſt ſell 
on equal terms with other nations, to 
have an equal market, and on lower 
terms, to have a preference this is im- 
poſſible whilſt the neceſſaries of life are 
higher here than in other countries; for 
according to the ſum neceſſary to ſup- 
port the manufacturer, ſo muſt be the 
price of his labour. France, Germany, 
and every other country, are for this rea- 
ſon underſelling us, and as their ſkill 
encreaſes, they will do ſo ſtill more 
for this there is but one poſſible re- 
medy, and that is to take away every 
tax, that in any ſhape touches on the 
neceſſaries of life. Do this, and as the 
{kill and induſtry of the inhabitants of 
Great-Britain is exceeded by none, you 
: * __ B 2 will 
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wait raiſe this ſinking land. This ought 
to be equally an object to the rich, as 
to che poor, for their riches will periſh 
in the common calamity and if this be 
not done, we muſt nine 1 and 
inevitable ruin... 
1s il Ran i; v4. eil 
4 ſhall now be to point out 
the falſe principles of the preſent mode 
Ff taxation, and alſo a plain, fimple, 
— wot chk . 
ebe land- tax 04s "the moſt perni- 
a" that ever occurred to the mind 
of man, for it is à tax on thoſe 
articles which nb man can live with- 
out, and ſtrikes at the foot of cheap 
| manufactures taxes on malt, ſoap, 
0 candles, leather, ſalt, and fach Wings, 
. ber for the fame ' teifo—Thoagh- 


tea, 


_ 
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tea, ſugar, tobacco, ſpirits, and other! ar- 
ticles imported, are not neceſſaries of life, 
yet from long habit, they: are almoſt be- 
come ſo— beſides, I will venture to pro- 
nounce, that ſmuggling cannot be pre- 
vented, for if there was a chain of 
officers round your coaſts, how can you 
enſure their fidelity; and the higher the 
duties, {the greater the temptation— 
now when goods are ſmuggled, it is 
not the King, but the People that 
ſuffer; for the actual conſumer, in ge- 
neral, pays the ſame price that he 
would have paid had the goods been 
fairly imported therefore aſſert, that 
all duties are on a falſe principle of tax- 
ation— for the ſame reaſons I condenth 
all exciſe laws, and beſides, they are 
contrary to the liberty of the ſubject— 
wan money by lotteries, is eſtabliſh- 

ing 


— 


ing gaming and idleneſs by act of Par- 
liament—the ſtamp duties are a pre- 
vention of juſtice, by making it expen- 
ſive—in hort, there is ſcarcely a tax 
that is not founded on deſtructive prin- 
ciples—by multiplying the objects of 
taxation, you open new inlets to fraud, 

and you enhance the expence of col- 
lection— but it is time for me, who thus 


find fault with the whole ſyſtem of tax 


ation, to point out a new one. 


The exigencies of the State muſt be 
provided for, and the leaſt expence poſ- 
ſible ought to be equally the object of 


both Government and People, The 


People muſt pay, not, only the ſum 


voted, but alſo the expence of collecting 


it, therefore, all ſaved in that article, 


is * to Weng. the prevention of 
fraud, 


1 
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fraud, they will be alſo fo much the 
richer ; for all frauds muſt ultimately fall 
upon them, as they muſt. by new taxes 
make up all deficiencies—now, if I can 
point out a mode, by which every ſhilling 
the People pays, ſhall goto public uſe— 
by which'a great part of the expence of 
collecting ſhall be ſaved- and by which 
the poor mabufacturer ſhall be relieved 
| from almoſt all taxation—I / ſhall then 
have gained my obje&. 


I have ſought for the beſt criterion of 
a man's fortune, and think it is his 
houſe—for whether a man's wealth con- 
ſiſts in land, in goods, or money, his 
houſe in general is in proportion to it— 
and if he has not a houſe, he has lodg- 
ings, and any tax on'a houſe would fall 
on its lodgers. This is alſo a perma- 
nent, not fluctuating object, and there- 

fore, 
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fore, taxation on it is neither liable to 
fraud or change. As a houſe is then the 
beſt criterion, let us ſee how to make a 
Juſt diſtinction, as to the different kinds 
of houſes—ſo that the rich ſhall pay 
— and the poor in a ſmall propor- 
For this, I take the number of 
e in each, and according to 
the number ſhould each houſe pay. By 
this means every man could ſuit his ſhare | 
of the taxes to his fortune, and as the houſe 


with only one fire-place ſhould pay little EE 


or nothing, all above it would be volun- 


tary -I would aboliſh every other tax of 


every other kind whatſoever—as the ex- 
igencies of the | State required. it, I 
would raiſe and lower this tax, always 
taking care to make taxation ſo light 
on houſes with few fire- places, that our 
© manufa@turer * W poor ſhoubl 
S130 bas er ul 4508 pay 
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pay leſs to the State than thoſe of any 
other country—by this means a certain 


market, would every where be found 
for all our produce, and I would forfeit 
my life, if this would not raiſe this 
drooping country, 


Was this plan of taxation adopted, it 


would no. longer be a queſtion, whe- 
ther a new tax would be productive 
there would no longer be reports of com- 
mittees, of millions loſt by ſmuggling 
every year—there would no longer be 


petitions againſt taxes, from their incon- 


venience—all the Miniſter would have to 
do, after the ſum to be raiſed was fixed, 
would be to ſee the number of houſes, 
and their different deſcriptions, and he 
could fix the tax almoſt to a farthing, 


with the certainty of its production I 


will be bold to ſay, by this mode, when 
C the 


e 
the ſavings of collection the preyen- 
tion of frauds—and all other things are 
conſidered more than one half would 
be ſaved to the ſubject, and yet more 
money go into the Treaſury and be- 
ſides chis, all the difficulties and diſ- 
treſſes, ariſing from the preſent abſurd 
- and complicated ſyſtem, would be 
_ avoided, | | "Op 


| 
| | | t 
Till the number of houſes, and fire- 11 
places in each are aſcertained, it is im- * 
C 
0 


poſſible, to fix what would anſwer- but 
to illuſtrate my plan, I will ſuppoſe, 
| that inſtead of all taxes whatſoever, a 


houſe with one fire-place paid annually © 
11, with two, zl. with three, öl. with four, p on 
9. with five, 121. with fix, 151. with fe= | ta 


ven, 181. with eight. 211. with nine, 3ol. 
with ten, 40l. with eleven, 60l. with 


. twelve, 


(82.51 | 
twelve, 100l. with thirteen, 150l. with 
fourteen, 2001. with fifteen, Zool. with 
ſixteen, 400l. with ſeventeen, Fool. with 
eighteen, 60ol. with nineteen, 70ol. with 
twenty, 10001]. and for every hearth above 
twenty, gool.: to be added. | 


In this calculation I havekept as far as 
eight fire-places very low, becauſe, I con- 
ceive it to be the general kind of houſes 
in all the chief cities and towns, and 
to belong to what is called the middling 
people, and certainly eight fire places is 
an ample allowance for the middle ranks 
of life—where thoſe who are under that 
claſs have ſuch houſes, they ſet lodgings, 
and the tax would therefore chiefly fall 
on their lodgers—On thoſe who have 
more fire-places than eight, I raiſe the 
tax in a rapid proportion, becauſe I 

3 conceive 
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| © Conceive more fire- places totally unne- 
ceſſary for ſmall fortunes. —I know there 
is one objection may be ſtarted to this 
criterion of - fire-places—it is, that a 
ſmall houſe may have eight ſmall rooms, 
and a large one, only eight large ones— 
but I anſwer, that for ſmall houſes with 
eight fire- places, the tax is light that 

where there is a large houſe, there is in 
general a large fortune, and a numerous 
retinue, and that the inhabitant, to ac- 
commodate his family, muſt run into 
an higher ſcale of fire - places, and be- 
come the objoct of ſmart taxation, if 
he will enjoy his fortune. No doubt, 
if a man of large, fortune. chooſes, he 
may live in a houſe with one fire- place; 
but a man with a large fortune may alſo 
live for fifty pounds a-year, at preſent, 

and thus evade almoſt all taxation, by 

not 


w9. 
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not conſuming the articles on which it 


is laid; in ſhort, I know no poſſible 


way, in a free country, of taxing a 
miſer. 


* 


From the novelty of this one tax, in 
lieu of all others, its great and certain 
advantages may not at firſt ſight be con- 
ſpicuous ; I will therefore endeavour to 
point them out.— I will ſuppoſe a man 
of 10,0001. per ann. of landed pro- 
perty, to live in a houſe with twenty 


fire places—he pays 1000]. down to the 


State, and he buys with the remainder, 


all articles free of taxation. In the very 
firſt inſtance he ſaves more by the land- 
tax being taken off, than he pays—but I 
will ſuppoſe. he has 10,0001. a-year in | 
the funds, in trade, or from intereſt of 
money—he has goool, left to ſpend 
he 


cn) 
he buys his wines—his ite es 
ſugars—in ſhort every neceſſary, and lux- 
ury of life free, of taxation—many things 
at one half, many at one third--nay, many 
at one tenth of their preſent price—thus, 
gogol. would go farther than 20,0001, 
a-year at this day. So with a man 
who has eight fire-places and 200. per 
ann. aſter deducting 211. which ishis tax, 
I will be bold to ſay, he would live better, 
than he could now for 500l.—but to the 
lower orders, who only have 11. 3l. and 
61. to pay the difference would be incre- 
dible at five to a family, the 11. would 
be but. 4s. per head, and that they pay at 
preſent, if they but uſe tobacco. Thus 
would your poor be happy inſtead of 
| emigrations from this country, all na- 
tions would ſeek it, whilſt it was poſ- 


ſible to hold them—and Great Britain 
- would 


("15 ) 
would even ſoar beyond its former 
ſplendour. . N | 


There is another advantage would 

ariſe from all cuſtoms being aboliſhed— 
delays of entering and diſcharging veſ- 
ſels would no longer exiſt, and all fees 
of expedition would ceaſe—ſo that as 
ſhips could make more trips, and at leſs 
expence, the price of freight would be 
reduced—befides, as it now ſtands, ſup- 
poſing no ſmuggling, the merchant be- 
ing obliged to pay the dutics on entering: 
his goods, is obliged to charge the con- 
ſumer at leaſt double the duty, to in- 
demnify himſelf for lying ont of his 
money; ſo that in fact, for every ſhil- 
ling of duty taken off, at leaſt two 
ſhillings is ſaved to our inhabitants, 
But from the aboliſhing all cuſtom- 
honſes 
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houſes and officers, and all the revenue 
laws, there would ariſe ſuch an advan- 


tage to this country, as would more 
than compenſate for all her misfortunes 


her ſituation is on the verge of the 


Old, and convenient to the New World 
me is An iſland, and therefore peculiarly 
ſuited to commerce hen all her ports 


1 
were free to all nations, all nations 


would croud to them the Old World | 
would bring its produtts—the New 
would do the ſame, and this would be 
the great mart of mankind—we would 


get their commodities, till we were ſa- 


tisfied, at the cheapeſt rate; and in re- 


turn, they would carry away all our 


manufactures.— This is no idle ſpecula- 


tion—make a free port in any country. 
and it inſtantly thrives beyond all that 


arc 


al 
f. 
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are not ſo—make then Great - Britain 4 
free port to the world. 


Having thus pointed out my mode of 
taxation, I ſhall add the method of col- 
lectionI would fix a collector in every 
pariſh, and a treaſurer for every county, 
who ſhould receive from the collectors 
and pay it into the public treaſury— 
I would oblige every houſe-holder 
to make a return to the colleQor 
of his pariſh once in every year 
and the collector then to poſt up 
in the veſtry-room annually the return 
of every houſe in his pariſh, ſo that all 
frauds muſt be immediately detected 
any perſon informing to receive half, and 
the perſon proved guilty, to pay double 
his juſt duty, with full coſts of ſuit— 
D Every 
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Every - houſe-holder ſhould alſo be 
obliged to ſend his duty to the collector 
on or before certain days, on pain of 
paying double, to be levied by diſtreſs— 
for the eaſe of the ſubject, I would divide 
the tax into four parts, and payment to 


be made of each, once in every three 
months, on or before days fixed for that 
purpoſe.—As this revenue might be de- 
feated by ſtoves, I would lay 1001, on 
every, ſtove—the treaſurers and collectors 
I would appoint out of thoſe gentle- 
men whoſe offices were aboliſhed, and 
and the . remainder of them I would 
penſion for life, according to the fair 
and legal profits of the place Joſt, ſo that 
no man ſhould have juſt cauſe of com- 
plaint. The fraudulent trader—the 
corrupt officer might indeed feel a ſe- 

ere vere 
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vere loſs, but they would for their own 
ſakes be filent, or if not, who would 
pity them. All cuſtom: houſes and re- 
venue veſſels, and other buildings ren- 
dered uſeleſs, to be ſold, and the mo- 
ney paid into the public treaſury, 


Thus far I have merely confidered 
this buſineſs of taxation, in the light of 
expence— but there are other conſidera- 
tions, which I ſhall juſt touch on—the 


health of our inhabitants would be ma- 


terially ſerved, as thoſe vite adulterations 
in almoſt every branch, would be no lon- 
ger worth while. From my plan alſo, 
all the real good things imported from 
other countries would come within the 
reach of all, in a greater or leſs degree, 
and not be as now, within the reach of 
D 2 the 
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the affluent alone, as if they were of a 
ſuperior nature to their fellow-ſubje&ts 
—the morals of the people would be 
greatly improved, from the aboliſhing 
of cuſtom and exciſe oaths, which are 
become proverbial - from fraud being no 
longer beneficial - and from the vice and 
idleneſs incident to lotteries but it 
would exceed the bounds I preſcribe 
myſelf, to go deeper into this part of my 
, 


I have thus ſtated my ideas of a tax 
that would entirely relieve the poor 
mend their morals, and preſerve their 
health that would fave one half, if not 
two thirds of the ſum now levied of the 
people at large and prevent all thoſe 
grievances and inconyeniencies annexed 
9 to 
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+ to the preſent mode of taxation—were 


this to take place, I think two or three 
millions might be eaſily fixed as a ſink- 
og fund for the national debt; and 
Doctor Price has clearly ſhown, what 
wonders ſuch a ſum would, in a few 
years produce, if applied without varia- 
tion.—What I have offered, is at leaſt 
worthy conſideration, and I flatter my- 
ſelf, T am prepared to anſwer all objec- 
tions, that may be ſetup againſt it. 


HE END. 
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